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Soybean fields; R8 (full maturity) on the right, borderline R6 (full seed)/R7 (beginning maturity) on the left

Which of the following best describes current conditions in this county?
Mildly Dry (soil is drier than normal, plant growth may have slowed)


https://fieldadvisor.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/2/PXL_20240916_215247081-scaled.jpg

If conditions are on the dry end, which of the following US Drought Monitor categories best fit
current conditions. To better judge the fit, see explanation of USDM categories here:
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx

Abnormally Dry (DO)

Quick synopsis of conditions that will appear in the main feed

Harvest has begun in select fields in northern Champaign County. A number of corn fields have been
"opened up”, and | saw a couple soybean fields where harvest had also started. However, there are still
plenty of corn and beans in the county holding on to some green leaves, but the warm, dry weather has
been moving things along quickly. Most corn fields surveyed were at or within a few days of R6
(physiological maturity; black layer), although | did find a couple fields still at mid-R5 (dent). Soybeans
ranged from late R6 (full seed) through R8 (full maturity) with most falling in the R7 (beginning maturity)
range. As is the case in much of the state that didn't get appreciable rain out of the remnants of last week's
Hurricane (then Tropical Storm) Francine, soil conditions are getting dry in northern Champaign County.


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx

