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Earlier maturity soybeans senescing, later maturity soybeans still green. Champaign County, Sept. 9, 2023.

Field Photo Upload Caption 2

Corn at R5 (dent), but varying stages of dry matter accumulation (milk line). Champaign County, Sept. 9

2023.

Field Photo Upload Caption 3

Corn starting to reach R6 (physiological maturity/black layer). Champaign County, Sept. 9, 2023.

Which of the following best describes current conditions in this county?

Mildly Dry (soil is drier than normal, plant growth may have slowed)

If conditions are on the dry end, which of the following US Drought Monitor categories best fit

current conditions. To better judge the fit, see explanation of USDM categories here:

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx

Near Normal (Dnada)

Quick synopsis of conditions that will appear in the main feed
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The corn and soybean crop in northeast Champaign County is continuing to progress towards maturity.

Average temperatures have started to decline, but many fields of corn and soybean are either at, or more

commonly, approaching physiological maturity. Some later season soybeans are still very green across

their canopy, but those fields are generally at or very near R6 (full seed). Approximately 10% of soybean

fields I saw in my tour through that portion of the county were in the later stages of R7 (beginning maturity),

while most were at R6 (full seed) and early R7. A similar proportion, although probably a bit lower than 10%,

of corn fields appeared to be at R6 (physiological maturity/black layer) based on field checks and a

windshield survey.


