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Burcucumber - Grundy County corn field

Which of the following best describes current conditions in this county?

Mildly Dry (soil is drier than normal, plant growth may have slowed)

If conditions are on the dry end, which of the following US Drought Monitor categories best fit

current conditions. To better judge the fit, see explanation of USDM categories here:

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx

https://fieldadvisor.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/2/Burcucumber-5312023-1-scaled.jpg
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Abnormally Dry (D0)

Quick synopsis of conditions that will appear in the main feed

Northeastern Illinois is turning dry. Post herbicide applications are taking place in corn fields. Despite dry

conditions weed growth and diversity of species has been impressive in some fields, including robust vining

weeds including Burcucumber and Morningglory. Early planted corn is at V6 and Soy at V2. I received

reports of heavy Alfalfa weevil feeding and below average tonnage from the first cutting of hay in the region.

A reminder, mechanical harvest is an effective cultural control of this pest. The Alfalfa weevil has one

generation per year and overwinters as an adult. Mowing and harvesting the field removes the insect’s food

and shelter. In addition, harvesting the crop can expose the larvae to sunlight which can be lethal. While the

Alfalfa weevil window of damage is nearly over, farmers are encouraged to continue to scout for other

forage pests that can cause damage in future cuttings including Potato leafhopper.


