
WHY THIS RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT

�There is insufficient research data about which insect pests are 
present in soybean fields, how they impact soybean yield, and at 
what infestation levels they cause economic damage.

�There has been surprisingly little research about how often 
commonly used pest control tools, including foliar and seed-applied 
insecticides, provide an economic return in Illinois. 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

SIGN UP FOR ON-FARM TRIALS

TRIAL LOCATIONS

This multi-year project aims to identify 
insect pests responsible for reducing 
soybean yield and grain quality and how 
often control measures, including seed 
treatment and foliar insecticides, provide 
a return on investment. Insights will be 
used to determine threshold levels for these 
pests, as well as integrated management 
recommendations.

Four on-farm locations are being sought for this research for the 2025 
growing season. If you are interested in hosting this research on your 
farm, fill out the interest form at fieldadvisor.org/on-farm-trial-network, 
or contact Dr. Nick Seiter.

WHICH INSECT PESTS AND AT WHAT 
THRESHOLD LEVELS WARRANT AN INSECTICIDE 
APPLICATION OR AN INSECTICIDE SEED 
TREATMENT IN SOYBEANS?

ASSESSING INSECT PEST EFFECTS ON YIELD AND ROI OF PEST CONTROL INPUTS

Project Status: Year 2
Published September 2024

Dr. Nicholas Seiter 
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University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

812-593-4317 nseiter@illinois.edu

INFORMATIONAL SHEET

�Farmers will gain valuable data about which insect pests are 
causing yield loss in Illinois soybean fields and how often insecticide 
applications provide a positive return on investment. Ultimately, 
researchers hope to refine management recommendations to make 
soybean farming more profitable.

�The information will help guide insect management recommendations 
provided by university and extension personnel.

HOW THIS RESEARCH BENEFITS THE FARMER

© 2024 Illinois Soybean Association.

The Illinois Soybean Association (ISA) checkoff and membership programs represent more than 43,000 soybean farmers in Illinois. The checkoff funds market 
development, soybean production and government relations efforts, while the membership program, Illinois Soybean Growers (ISG) and the Illinois Soybean 
Growers PAC actively advocates for positive and impactful legislation for farmers at local, state and national levels. ISA upholds the interests of Illinois soybean 
farmers through promotion, advocacy, research and education with the vision of becoming a trusted partner of Illinois soybean farmers to ensure their 
profitability now and for future generations.

CHECK OUT FIELD ADVISOR! 
See updates and learn more about this project, the research team and other 
projects at FieldAdvisor.org. 
Contact the ISA agronomy team: agronomy-team@ilsoy.org.
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